WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

with some reserve by the General Staff of the Ministry,
and the Central Army was ordered to explain, as quickly
as possible, the source of information from which it had
gained such important news. On the following day it
appeared that the news had been given by a few deserters,
but that it had now been proved that it was false.

It was realised, of course, that the Central Army was
simply trying to resist the order of the Supreme Command
to send the necessary forces, but in view of the fact that
the information referring to enemy concentrations at
Guadalajara had now been denied, the order to the
Central Army that the seven Brigades mentioned should
proceed to Extremadura was repeated. But on the follow-
ing morning an Army Corps Commander of the Central
Army arrived at Valencia, and without the knowledge
of the General Staff, gave the War Minister a message
from General Miaja, in which that General's advice on
our action was clearly stated. Such procedure is a crime
of Military sedition, perfectly defined in the Castrense
Code. But the War Minister once more wishing to avoid
trouble during operations, after a sharp reply to the officer
who had brought this message contented himself with
turning the man out of his office. The document, it would
seem, in a tone which was outwardly respectful but at
the same time impertinent, expressed the wish of the
Commander of the Central Army to carry out the action
against Brunete and Navalcarnero, the plans for which
had already been rejected by the General Staff of the
Ministry. At the same time it expressed regret that the
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